
 

Presse Release 
 

"The world cannot afford to hibernate." 
Memorandum aims to strengthen cooperation between Chinese and European chemical 
companies 
 

 Four organizations from Europe and China sign a cooperation memorandum to promote networking 
and cooperation between private companies in both markets.  

 As co-signatories of the memorandum, the European Chemistry Partnering (ECP) provides the 
virtual platform for Sino-European cooperation initiations. 

 The 5th ECP will take place online from 24 to 26 February 2021.  
 
December 8, 2020, Frankfurt / Main  
 
The pandemic shows: We need more innovations faster. Particularly in times of limited economic activity, the 
foundations must be laid for a more global and therefore better future. The cooperation memorandum 
between the China International Chamber of Commerce for the Private Sector (CICCPS), the EU-China 
Municipal Development Commission (ECMDC), the European Consortium of Technology Transfer S.A. 
(ECTT) and the European Chemistry Partnering (ECP) is one important cornerstone. 
 
At today's signing of the memorandum, an online press conference brought together the President and Party 
Secretary of the CICCPS, Yanguo Wang, the CICCPS Co-Chairman and the Chairman of the ECMDC, Yi 
Zhang, the head of the German office of the CICCPS and Managing President of the ECTT, Dr. Henrich 
Guntermann, and ECP initiator Dr. Holger Bengs. 
 
The aim of this unique initiative is to support small and medium-sized companies in establishing contacts 
with companies in the respective other market. "Especially in Corona times, the development of cooperation 
and innovation is of crucial importance. We cannot afford to hibernate," said Dr. Henrich Guntermann, who 
established contact with ECP initiator Dr. Holger Bengs. "I know the ECP as a unique networking event 
around the chemical industry. The concept and the spirit of the ECP are exactly what we need for networking 
between Europe and China. Therefore, the ECP and Holger Bengs are ideal partners for developing 
cooperation and business relations in this direction". 
 
Yanguo Wang: "Since its foundation by the central government, the CICCPS has played a key role in the 
successful internationalization of Chinese small and medium-sized enterprises. We support international 
partnerships of our member companies to the best of our ability and in many ways. Best wishes for the ECP 
to build a stable and innovative platform for the cooperation of Chinese and European companies for mutual 
benefit". 
 
Yi Zhang: "The future of our two countries depends largely on scientific and technical innovations. In both 
China and Germany, the chemical industry plays a key role in maintaining and increasing the prosperity of 
our citizens. One of our core tasks as ECMDC is to expand and strengthen the partnership-based 
cooperation between Chinese and European companies and institutions. We see the ECP as an excellent 
showcase to achieve this important goal in the chemical industry and to witness numerous long-term "win-
win" partnerships in the future". 
 
ECP initiator Dr. Holger Bengs said on the occasion of the signing of the memorandum: 
"We are delighted to have gained such potent partners for the cooperation with ECP. The CICCPS 
represents more than 5 million companies in China. German and European companies from the chemical 
industry and its user sectors can tap into enormous potential. The Memorandum is the starting point, the 
cooperation between the ECP and our Chinese partners is designed for the long term. We are looking 
forward to welcoming the first Chinese guests at the 5th ECP at the end of February".  
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Background:  
 
97 percent of all products contain at least one chemical process step: renewable raw materials, enzymes, 
industrial biotechnology, new processes, products from residual materials, digitization, etc. are changing the 
processes in chemical value creation: starting with purchasing logistics on to production and finally marketing 
and sales. Interdisciplinary exchange is gaining in importance. With the ECP, an international chemistry 
community is growing that wants to derive more innovation from what already exists. 
 
Further information: https://european-chemistry-partnering.com 
 
European Chemistry Partnering: A brief overview  
 
The European Chemistry Partnering is an event format in which the focus is on discussion about innovation 
along the chemical value chain. It is aimed at decision makers, innovation managers and investors in the 
chemical industry and its user industries, as well as industry-focused stakeholders and qualified service 
providers and consultants. The ECP consists of the elements: Keynote Speech, Partnering, Pitches, 
Exhibition, Workshops and Final Panel. Companies can describe their innovations in short presentations 
(Pitches) and arrange appointments via a software tool in advance (Partnering). The ECP always begins at 
the Get-Together on the evening before and it ends with a joint breakfast on the next day. Satellite events 
organized with partners emphasize its importance as both marketplace and meeting point for decision 
makers. The European Chemistry Partnering was conceived and initiated by Dr Holger Bengs, CEO of 
BCNP Consultants GmbH. The first event took place in 2017 and has been now organized twice a year since 
2018. Since September 2020, the ECP is also available in a digital version. 
 
Further information:  
www.ecp2020.com    www.european-chemistry-partnering.com  
twitter.com/euchempa     www.facebook.com/EuChemPa    
www.linkedin.com/groups/8675175   www.instragram.com/euchempa   
www.t1p.de/euchampa     www.ecp-summer-summit.com 
 
 
BCNP: A short profile  
 
BCNP Consultants is a Germany-based Consultancy that specializes in the areas of Biotech, Chemistry, 
Nanotechnology and Pharmaceuticals (BCNP). BCNP's core competences include scientific and technical 
expertise, strong networks and industry knowledge. The company provides Strategy, Communication and 
Sales consulting services via its divisions BCNP strategy and BCNP connect. Specialist areas are market 
and technology analyses as well as Innovation scouting. Since 2015 BCNP has published the annual 
Compass to Europe´s Innovative Chemical Companies (www.chemistry-compass.eu) to encourage 
entrepreneurship in the chemical industry. In 2017 the marketplace “European Chemistry Partnering“ was 
initiated to bring together and engender dialog among creative minds and decision makers on an 
international stage. 
 
Dr. Holger Bengs, CEO Tel. +49 (0) 170 – 2971837 
Varrentrappstrasse 40-42 Mail bengs@european-chemistry-partnering.com 
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